
Name ________________________________ Period _________
Part 1: Put the periods of the earth in order. 13 Points 

Most 
Recent

Oldest

___________________________ 

___________________________

___________________________ 

___________________________ 

___________________________ 

___________________________ 

___________________________ 

___________________________ 

___________________________ 

___________________________ 

___________________________ 

___________________________ 

___________________________ 

Cambrian 
Cretaceous 
Devonian
Jurassic
Mississippian
Ordovician 
Pennsylvanian
Permian
Pre-Cambrian
Quaternary
Silurian
Tertiary
Triassic

PART 2 – 3 Points
PUT THE ERAS IN ORDER

Mesozoic 
Paleozoic
Cenozoic

Part 3: Match the description with the period. 14 Points. 

1. The age of birds. Small mammals are more developed. Not modern times

A. Cambrian 
B. Cretaceous 
C. Tertiary 
D. Triassic 
E. Quaternary

2. The first age of reptiles. Asteroid hits, Pangea forms, and amphibians are decimated.

A. Cambrian 
B. Cretaceous 
C. Tertiary 
D. Triassic 
E. Quaternary



3. An explosion of life. This period began about 544 
MYA. 

A. Cambrian 
B. Cretaceous 
C. Tertiary 
D. Triassic 
E. Quaternary

4. Most developed age of dinosaurs. This ended with a 
big collision where T-Rex died. 

A. Cambrian 
B. Cretaceous 
C. Tertiary 
D. Triassic 
E. Quaternary

5. Age which includes the wooly mammoth and saber-
toothed cats. Recent age of mammals. 

A. Cambrian 
B. Cretaceous 
C. Tertiary 
D. Triassic 
E. Quaternary

6. Part of the Carbiniferous era, this was early in the age 
of amphibians. 

A. Devonian 
B. Mississippian 
C. Ordovician 
D. Jurassic 
E. Permian

7. 202 to 141 MYA – the stegosaurs lived then. 

A. Devonian 
B. Mississippian 
C. Ordovician 
D. Jurassic 
E. Permian

8. True or False: All species that existed in the past are 
alive today 

9. Very early on, there were jawless fish and 
invertebrates 439-510 MYA 

A. Devonian 
B. Mississippian 
C. Ordovician 
D. Jurassic 
E. Permian

10. Spiders and Sharks – 363 – 409 MYA 

A. Devonian 
B. Mississippian 
C. Ordovician 
D. Jurassic 
E. Permian

11. End of the amphibians and the end of the 
Paleozoic. This ended about 250MYA. 

A. Devonian 
B. Mississippian 
C. Ordovician 
D. Jurassic 
E. Permian

12. Describe the Silurian period

13. Describe the Pennsylvanian Period 

14. Which statement below is an inference? 

A.  Different layers of the earth contain different fossils
B.  Earth’s layers are evidence that species change  
      over time 
C.  Dinosaurs are not found in the Tertiary rock layers 


